
A CASE IN INNOVATIVE GOVERNMENT: THE 
TOWN OF RAYMOND

District of Tumbler Ridge – Municipal Co-
Brand

In 2019, the Town of Raymond became one of Canada’s first municipalities 
to achieve a net-zero status, saving over $150,000 a year in electricity 

costs.

OVERVIEW
Located 20 minutes south-east of Lethbridge, the Town of Raymond is a growing town driven by 
innovation and forward-thinking. While having a population around 4,200 people, the town may be a 
small urban municipality, but it boasts many city-like amenities such as a state-of-the-art athletic fields 
and an aquatic center. In 2017, a nearby municipality launched a solar panel project within their 
community. Always open for a friendly competition, the Town of Raymond accepted the challenge and 
started research for a project of their own.

THE GOAL
How can the Town of Raymond become one of Canada’s first net-zero municipality? 

THE JOURNEY
In order to achieve their goal, the Town of Raymond needed to conquer 3 focal stages: build a 
strategy, secure funding, and receive Council buy-in. 

Step 1: Build a strategy
Implementation of solar panel projects are extremely complex. In 2017, the Town of Raymond 
staff began their due diligence of the advanced market of solar energy. Deciding to partner with 
Enmax, feasibility of the project was supported and a roadmap was created.

Step 2: Secure funding
Committed to pursuing Provincial and Federal grants aggressively, town staff researched 
available grants to assist in funding this expensive project. Since 2009, over 440 climate change 
projects have been completed through the Municipal Climate Change Action Centre. With 
funding available and both visions aligned, funding was secured.
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THE JOURNEY (Cont.)
Step 3: Receive Council buy-in
Receiving Council buy-in for a high cost project is not a relatively easy undertaking for municipal 
administration to endure. Town staff was tasked with uncovering supporting material, conducting 
market research, and presenting the facts to accurately inform Council of all project factors. 
Driven by innovation and focused on long-term benefits, Council was on board, and the project 
commenced.  

Learn More.
For more on the Town of Raymond:
www.raymond.ca
https://youtu.be/EHIltChC7ac

For more on the Municipal Climate 
Change Action Centre:
www.mccac.ca

THE PAYOFF
The successful project has seen many payoffs from the 2,826 solar panels installed within the 
community:
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Financial 

Grant funding: $630,000

Savings on electricity: $150,000/ year

Don’t Limit 
Opportunity

Do not be afraid to think big.

Forward Thinking Do not get caught up on what is possible. 

Efficiency is Key Find more efficiency in day-to-day municipal operations.

Strategic Vision

More about us:
Each year the Municipal Innovation Award 
recognizes an innovative municipal project that has 
made a positive impact in their community. For 
more visit www.municipalinnovationaward.com

Environmental 

Reducing emissions by over 800 tonnes/ year

Produces over 1,200 MWh/ year

Equivalent of taking 169 cars off the road


